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as those in -ingen.1 As to the alleged change of names, Seebohm showed that
place-names in -villa were often changed in German to -heim? and about the
same time Lamprecht noticed the same fact independently and produced examples
from the Moselle district. Among these were not only names in which -helm
stands for an original -ingen^ but also some where a still further change in the same
name gives -ingen again: e.g. Frankingern, Frankenheim, Frenkingen.3 From
this it would appear that we have here not so much a case of change of name as one
of several names with the same meaning. O. Bethge has recently emphasized
correctly that in early times -heim, -hausen, -statt, -dorf could change about in
the same place-names, just as in the Latin capitularies and records we find locus^
villa.) curtis^ and vicus for the same place.4 Thus the valuable data which recent
research into place-names has yielded have undoubtedly invalidated certain criteria
which at one time played an important part in the history of settlements, or have,
to say the least of it, made them very unsafe and unreliable. However negative
these results may at first appear, this latest development in the study of place-
names has cleared the way for a great and unexpected increase of positive know-
ledge, and for this reason it would be ungrateful to undervalue even those
investigations whose conclusions do not now seem tenable. For it was owing to
these and to the mutual explanations of those learned in place-names, that many
fruitful observations were made which encouraged further developments. We
have already seen what important connections were discovered as a result of the
most recent research concerning place-names in -weiler.^
It is now possible to suggest a new explanation for the place-names in -ingen,
basing it on the preceding remarks and on those made by supporters of the earlier
theory. These -ingen terminations belong without doubt to the earliest place-
names, if we reject the spurious analogous formations of later times. In a study
of Hohenzollern place-, field-, and forest-names, it has been shown that the Celtic
-acum is exactly equivalent to the later -ing.6 It has also been found that the
same is true of the Moselle region.7 On the other hand, Seebohm was struck by the
fact that the great number of places in -ing in England and northern France
chiefly occur on old Roman soil.8 Following the earlier theory, he tried to connect
them with the German laeti of the time of Probus, Maximian, and Constantius
Chlorus. More recently S. Riezler considered it most significant that some spurious
place-names in -ing seem to be directly connected with a Roman place-name.9
In Bavaria these -ing endings generally belong to the oldest place-names and
appear in the flat and especially fertile regions, where prehistoric and Roman
excavations have been made.10 Finally, reference may be made to K. v. Ettmayer's
researches in Tyrol.11 He finds that it is characteristic of the villages in -ing in the
Upper Inn valley that they are always on the best sites, usually on the sunny side.
He thought this could be explained only by assuming that they had belonged to a
*' ruling " people and could hardly owe their origin to a peaceful and gradual
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